Sept. 10.]          A mined chapel in Rasay.
ruinous chapel, unroofed, which never has been very curious. We here saw some human bones of an uncommon size. There was a heel-bone, in. particular, which Dr. Maclcod said was such, that if the foot was in proportion, it must have been twenty-seven inches long. Dr. Johnson would not look at the bones. He started back from them with a striking appearance of horrour'. Mr. M'Quccn told us it was formerly much the custom, in these isles, to have human bones lying above ground, especially in the windows of churches. On the south of the cluipel is the family burying-placc. Above the door, on the east end of it, is a small bust or image of the Virgin Mary, carved upon a stone which makes part of the wall. There is no church upon the island. It is annexed to one of the parishes of Sky; and the minister comes and preaches either in Hasay's house, or some other house, on certain Sundays. I could not but value the family seat more, for having even the ruins of a chapel close to it. There was something comfortable in the thought of being so near a piece of consecrated ground". Dr. Johnson said, ' I look with reverence upon every place that has been set apart for religion ;' and he kept off his hat while he was within the walls of the chapel8.
1 Lord Stowell told me, that on the road from Newcastle to Berwick, Dr. Johnson and he passed a cottage, at the entrance of which were set up two of those great bones of the whale, which are not un-frcquently seen in maritime districts. Johnson expressed great horror at the sight of these bones; and called" the people, who could use such relics of mortality as an ornament, mere savages. CUOKKK.
'J In like manner Boswell wrote :—' It is divinely cheering to me to think that there is a Cathedral so near Auchinlcck [as Carlisle].' Ante, iii. 473.
G ' It is not only in Rasay that the chapel is unroofed and useless; through the few islands which we visited we neither saw nor heard of any house of prayer, except in Sky, that was not in ruins, The malignant influence of Calvinism has blasted ceremony and decency together ... It has hccn for many years popular to talk of the lazy devotion of the Romish clergy; over the sleepy laziness of men that erected churches we may indulge our superiority with a new triumph, by comparing it with the fervid activity of those who suffer them to V.—13                                                                          TheNorth in very gross, yet too applicable, terms; and next day pleaded he had been drunk, recanted, and was all admiration and esteem for his Lordship's talents and virtues.'                   ' Sec ante, iii. 97, and/or/, Oct. 28.
